concept of the Laophontoidea is refuted. Instead, it is concluded that the superfamily can be defined on the basis of the following apomorphies: (1) antennules with outer spinous process on segment 2; (2) antenna with allobasis bearing 1 seta; (3) antennary exopod quadrisetose; (4) P1 exopod without inner seta on exp-2 and 4 setae/spines on exp-3; (5) P1 endopod 2-segmented with elongated enp-1 and 2 elements on enp-2; (6) P2-P4 with 2-segmented endopods; exp-1 without inner seta; 
Zusammenfassung
Um die monotypischen Gattungen Cristacoxa gen. nov., Noodt- (Lang, 1965; Wells, 1968; Hamond, 1970) and the process of lumping together geographically widely separated populations into the inadequately described type species O. linearis (Claus, 1986 )(cf. Boer, 1971 (Petkovski, 1977 Scott; Apolethon Wells) of which the affinity to the Laophontidae was or is still doubtful.
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Bijdragen tot de Dierkunde 60 (2) -1990 dealing with the relationships of various "laophontid-like" taxa (Huys, 1988a;  in press a-c; Huys & Willems, 1989 The terminology is adopted from Lang (1948 Lang ( , 1965 except for (1) the terms pars incisiva, pars molaris and lacinia mobilis, which are omitted in the description of the mandibular gnathobase (Mielke, 1984a) , (2) the segmental composition of the mandibleand maxilliped which are followed according to Boxshall (1985: 341-345) . The setae of the caudal rami are named and numbered as proposed by Huys (1988b Noodtorthopsyllus psammophilus (Noodt, 1955) Orthopsyllus psammophilus Noodt, 1955:208-212,Figs. 9-23; 1958 Genital complex ( Fig. 5D ) with large copulatory pore flanked by 2 secretory pores; P6 represented by small protuberance bearing long pinnate seta and 2 vestigial setules.
Caudal ramus ( Fig (Noodt, 1955 (Noodt, 1955 (Huys & Kunz, 1988) and in the families of the Cervinioidea (Huys, 1988c Mielke (1981a, 1982, 1983, 1984b, 1985) Lang.
The
Laophontinae included the bulk of the genera and was defined primarily on the basis of the fused rostrum and the outline and ornamentationof the PI.
Despite the description of various new genera during the last few decades (e.g. Cottarelli, 1977; Cottarellietal., 1983 Cottarellietal., ,1985 Fiers, 1986; Mielke, 1981b Mielke, , 1985 Pallares, 1975) (Huys, 1988a ).
The second subfamily, the Donsiellinae, was established by Lang (1944 Lang ( , 1948 (Huys, 1988a (Monard, 1934; Nicholls, 1944; Pallares, 1968 1983) and Afrolaophonte Chappuis (Mielke, 1981b (Mielke, , 1985 (Lang, 1965 hibit "dimorphic asymmetry" (see Ferrari, 1984) . confluens; Lang, 1965 ). Bodin's (1968 Bodin's ( , 1972 (Huys, in press b).
(14) Precocious clasping mode. Laophontidae display a unique mode of precocious coupling (Lang, 1948; Barnett, 1966; Hicks & Coull, 1983; Dahms, 1988 pacifica (Mielke, 1981b; pers. observ.) (Vervoort, 1962; Mielke, 1981b) However, the ancestral number of 2 setae is still found in the Cristacoxidae. Huys (1988a) 
